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The Role of Social Sectors in Welfare Reform
for the Aging Society in the Netherlands
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The Role of Social Sectors in Welfare Reform
for the Aging Society in the Netherlands

Nobuko NISHINA

This paper discusses the role of social sectors in the reform of welfare systems
for the elderly in the Netherlands. The paper first analyzes the Netherland's rank
within the EU on issues of aging based on the 14 factors defined in the Lisbon
Strategy and compares those results to those of Japan. In the second section, it
examines the progress of welfare reform related to aging in the Netherlands by
examining how the Netherlands has progressed on those factors over time. The
third section discusses some of the innovative examples of housing project for the
aging in the Netherlands and how those reforms have affected their progress in caring
for the elderly. The paper concludes that the achievements of the Netherland's
housing and welfare system for the aging are due to the power of certain social
sectors that are developing innovative systems and projects to solve problems and
reintegrate those who are marginalized due to aging back into community life. These
inovative social sectors have and will have successfully transformed the social
systems supporting the aging by creating community-based housing and neighborhood
care systems for the elderly that are inclusive and responsive to specific needs in the
period of reducing welfare cost. This devolution of care for the elderly to the
neighborhood level gives housing and care providers the authority and flexibility they
need resolve issues faced by the elderly in community-based and contextually

appropriate ways.



