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Paul Grice on Reality and Absoluteness of Value
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Summary:
Do ethical values, such as justice and goodness, really exist or not?
Are they absolute or relative? Paul Grice presents unique perspectives on

issues such as these. Against reductionist thinking which regards “being”
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as something that can be reduced to the elements of physical presence, he
secure the location of the “being” based on a constructivist program as “the
explanatory richness which we need” .

As an objection to mechanists who explain all matters by causality,
Grice thinks that the organism’s continuance is the purpose or finality
which exist in really. In order to avoid explaning by causality, he
executes the manoeuvre of ‘Metaphysical Transubstantiation’. This
manoeuvre is employed to erect, on the basis of the substance-type human
being, a further substance-type person as a value-fixer which is capable
of asking questions about the desirability of purposes in itself. Based on
the above, while acknowledging the relativity of the value of individual
people, he asserts the existence of an absolute value. That is to say, he
secures the presence of an absolute value which is essential to explain
the world based on the commonality of our ‘capacity of rationality’
with which we set purposes for living (survival) and infer on the basis of

reason or justification.
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