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How People with Disabilities Are Treated under the Program for
Supporting the Independence of People in Poverty
KAWASAKI takaaki

In April 2015, the Japanese government launched a program
for supporting the independence of people in poverty. This article
evaluates how people with disabilities are connected with and cared for
under this program based on a case study performed in a Kumamoto
Prefecture city. We discovered that many people with disabilities
became connected to the program after falling into “semi-unemployed”
status. In a semi-unemployed capacity, individuals were not using
disability welfare services. We also discovered that few workplaces
could accommodate individual disability, making it difficult for a

disabled worker to establish a stable living.



