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The Beginning of Workers Tourism in Germany

before the WWI
Ryoichi Koda

This paper aims to examine the phase of "workers tourism" in Germany before the WWL In the end
of 19th century German workers began to organize workers sports clubs including hiking societies.
One of the famous hiking organization was "Friends of Nature", which was born originally in Vienna
in 1895 and soon spread to the surrounding countries. These movements were promoted by the traffic
revolution caused by railways and steam ships in the middle of 19th century. From the end of 19th
century German labor union demanded paid holiday, which was already given to official servants and
white-collar workers in big companies. At that time the efficiency improvement in manufacturing

factories also enabled workers to get more free time for hike and travel by reducing working hours.
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