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Summary

Regeneration And Preservation Of
Public Transportation In Rural Area,
And Transportation Policy Basic Act

Due to acceleration of demographic aging, a spread of passenger
automobile for private use and successive policies for relaxation of
regulations, a public transportation system which would be essential
for local regeneration and livelihoods had been further declined in
rural area such as depopulated area. Then, an institutional design to
preserve and reconstruct means of local public transportation was
planned at the latter period of coalition government of the Liberal
Democrats and the New Komeito.

However, a significant change of transportation policy, which
effectively includes abolishment of assistance to unprofitable local
railways, has progressed because of extreme cuts in expenditures
after transition to the Democratic Party Government.

Nevertheless, in contrast, the Democratic Party Government
aspires to enact Transportation Policy Basic Act which is under the
slogan “to satisfy the basic needs for the transportation” and “to
alleviate an environment load by the transportation”. There is
contradiction between this and the aforementioned policy.

In this article, we examine the transportation policy of the
Democratic Party Government, observing a preservation and
reconstruction of public transportation system in rural area, and
clarify what is point of its issue.
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