REACEREIRFamE [ ERE]  SFak244F 201249 12H30H  (137)— 137 —

(fzR/ — K]

(B S [FE] ~—l6HidPED A T XA
12 &% HAMBEEDZEBITDNTO—BE

He % '

Research Note
From an Island to the Islands: A Study on the Succession in the
Geographical Image of Japan among the Jesuits in the Mid-16" Century
Hiroshi SHIINA

Abstract

In the 16™ century, Jesuits who visited Japan often described this land
as an “island” (pt. iZba | sp. isla), rather than the “islands” (ilhas | islas), as
late as the mid-1560s. Later, Alessandro Valignano S. J., in his Sumario
de Japon (1583), described Japan as “a country of various islands, divided
in 66 kingdoms (reinos)”, recognizing that it is composed of three main
islands (Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu) and many others: This suggests
that some change or “progress” took place on the geographical image of
Japan among the Jesuits, during the latter half of that century.

The turning point was supposed to be around 1560: In 1559, Jesuits
began the mission in Kinai Region, Japan's metropolitan area at that time.
That brought them a drastic change in the geographical image of Japan,
or (more directly) by extending their reach more than 500 km to the

east, or (indirectly) by a comprehensive knowledge about the political-
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geographical structure of this country. On the other hand, in Kyushu,
from 1561 Jesuits opened new “inland” routes in their mission actions (for
example, from Bungo through Higo and Ariake Sea, to the Shimabara
Peninsula and Nagasaki), besides the previous “coastal” ones (ex., from
Bungo through Hakata to Hirado). All these factors seemed to enable
them to understand Japan more “two-dimensionally” than the previous

period of “one-dimensional” actions.
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