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Fannie Lou Hamer’s Freedom Farm Cooperative and Supports given
by Madison Measure for Measure, a grassroots volunteer organization

NISHIZAKI Midori

Abstract

This paper focuses on “the Freedom Farm Cooperative” and Madison
Measure for Measure, a volunteer organization. The Freedom Farm
Cooperative was founded by Fanny Lou Hamer in the Mississippi Delta
region. She created this cooperative because she believed that black
farmers would get political and economic independence if they could
get food independence. To liberate black farmers from sharecropping
system, the Freedom Farm Cooperative was designed to secure food
and housing, to help children’s education, to introduce jobs, and to
promote use of welfare services. Madison Measure for Measure, Inc.
provided start-up funds as well as the necessary equipment and supplies
for the Freedom Farm Cooperative. The members of this organization
were mainly liberal white citizens who sympathized with the civil
rights movement. However, there was a limit for them to reform social

structure.

Keywords: Freedom Farm Cooperative, Madison Measure for Measure
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