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Approach From “Disaster Volunteers”
in Disaster Research

Nobuhiro FUJIMOTO

[Summary]

Disasters are occurring frequently in Japan. The situations faced by disaster
victims in each region are not uniform, and the types of support and responses
that should be provided are diverse.

In addition, it is often difficult for disaster victims to receive public support.
Under such circumstances, the presence of "disaster volunteer' has become
increasingly important in society. If the Great Hanshin- Awaji Earthquake of
1995, which was called the "first year of volunteering," was the beginning of
"disaster volunteer', various disasters have occurred frequently over the past 30
years, and the situation surrounding "disaster volunteer" has changed.

This paper is positioned as one end of a series of disaster research conducted
by the author. Regarding "disaster volunteer", which has not been a central
theme in the author's research to date, this paper will examine, in particular,
"approaches from disaster volunteer in disaster research” based on previous
research.

First, I point out that what "disaster volunteer" refers to varies greatly
depending on "what you are trying to say', and then propose a definition of
"disaster volunteer" as an "analytical concept’, 3 points of view.

Next, I will present a definition of "disaster volunteer" as an "analytical
concept’, and present "three perspectives” that can provide clues.

Based on this, we will organize the history of "disaster volunteer" from the
most comprehensive and long-term perspective, "historical changes and turning
points in 'disaster volunteer' "

Finally, I will consider the significance of approaching disaster research from
the perspective of "disaster volunteer’, using the Kumamoto Earthquake as an

example.



