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A consideration of teaching characters in early childhood education
-Concerning the nature of characters from an artistic and expressive
perspective-

FUTAGOISHI Ryota, HACHIYA Katsuki

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify character recognition and
teaching philosophy and organize the current issues regarding research
and practice on characters in early childhood education, and to
tentatively examine characters as childcare content and play focusing

on the artistic and expressive aspects, and to consider the possibilities.

From the kindergarten education guidelines and previous research, it
became clear that 1) children’s interest in characters increases even
before entering elementary school, and a certain number of children
begin reading and writing, 2) it cannot be said that there is a common
recognition or shared policy regarding character instruction in childcare
settings, and the understanding of the term “character instruction” is
unclear, and 3) the research and practice of “environmental composition
and play that familiarizes children with characters” as indirect character

instruction accounts for a large proportion of research interest.

In addition, focusing on the artistic and expressive aspects of
characters, a tentative proposal was made on a way of relating to
characters called “observing characters,” and the possibility of
introducing such characters into picture books was considered. As a

result, although concrete verification is necessary for actual
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introduction, it was possible to extract issues for conveying the artistic

and expressive nature of characters to children through picture books.

Key Ward: Early childhood education, writing environment, character

instruction, writing instruction, “Appreciation” characters
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