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S & ERG
The Short Parliament and The Bishops Wars

Shigeki SAKAI

Summary

Two grave mistake which the seventeenth-century Kings might commit
were, first, enforcing royal power in a peripheral territory, and second, waging
war in an untenable situation, or without resources. Charles I violated both
maxim in 1638-40. Charles imposed the use of Anglican prayer book on
peripheral Scotland where Presbyterian prevailed, and waged the war on the
Covenanter who resisted the enforcement of the prayer. The divisions caused
by the Reformation increased the likelihood and frequency of military conflict at
precisely the same time as wars became extreamly expensive.

The increase of the war cost made the absolute monarchy to demand the tax
from parliament. But parliament hardly agree to the grant of supply because it

did not trust in the cause of Bishop's war and desired to preserve the property.



