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Summary

William III and his Civil List
- The supremacy of parliament and the ‘mixed
and balanced’ constitution -

The Revolution of 16889 established the supremacy of parliament
in the English constitution, but the ‘mixed and balanced’ constitution
was maintained, if not as it had been. In the reign of William III
a new definition of the relationship between the crown and the
parliament should be achieved. Parliament saw in control of finance
the most effective instrument to limit the power of the crown, while
the crown insisted that monarchy could not be maintained its proper
place in the constitution without fiscal independence. The outcome
was a compromise, in which the crown received an independent
income for the Civil List, while parliament assumed responsibility for
the military forces and the debt. This compromise of the reign of
William IIT resolved the conflict in the reign of Charles II and James
II, and was an important step in the achievement of political stability
within the ‘mixed and balanced’ constitution.
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