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Summary

“Non-Spatial Policy” as Regional Policy

What has contributed to the reduction of inter-regional
disparities in per capita income of prefectural residents includes the
decentralization of factories, the system of taxes allocated to local
governments, and medical, educational, and welfare schemes whose
direct policy goal is not the correction of inter-regional disparities
that could be called “Non-Spatial Policies.” Inter-regional disparities
exist in terms of unemployment rate and income. For this reason,
non-spatial policies that entail income redistribution have a built-
in-stabilizer function that automatically reduces inter-regional
disparities.

The inter-regional disparity that is currently viewed as being
most problematic is not the inter-regional disparity in per capita
prefectural income. Rather, it is the skewed geographic distribution
of universities and graduate schools as well as employment for
individuals with high educational attainment. To encourage highly-
educated individuals to settle permanently in the region, it is
necessary to attract or nurture businesses related to the central
management function, research and development function, and the
Information services industry.

To promote the accumulation of these functions in the regions, we
should utilize “non-spatial policies,” which have not been considered
as regional policy up to this point. In this paper, we examine the
lowering of airport landing fees and highway tolls and the increase
in public burden of education as examples of non-spatial policies
being employed as regional policy.
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