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Summary

A Study on the Development and International
Competitiveness of the Japanese Semiconductor Industry
: From the Viewpoints Industrial Location

In the past two decade, East Asia has been one of the most
developing regions of industrial growth and innovation. This study
examines the development and international competitiveness of the
Japanese semiconductor industry from the viewpoints of industrial
location. Development of the semiconductor industry in East Asia as
world-class production centers has prompted evolution of the R&D
networking, thus building up industrial agglomerations. There is rapid
change of the economic environment with acceleration of location
adjustment in the background. This suggests that the increasing
importance of “thickness” of the industrial agglomerations is observed
as a business environment which enables the acceleration of location
adjustments and influences the maintenance and improvement of
competitiveness.
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