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Irina Kozhevnikova - Her Life and Archive

Jotaro OHTA

Irina Kozhevnikova (1925-2011) was the author of a biography of Varvara
Bubnova (1886-1983), a Russian avant-garde artist, who had come to Japan in 1922
and had been teaching Russian and Russian literature at universities in Tokyo for
many years.

Kozhevnikova’s archive has been left in obscurity without any notice in Moscow
and never studied by any Japanese scholars. This year I have brought the whole of
her documents to Japan and started researching them in detail, and cataloguing them.
The purpose of the presented article consists in the following:

1) To make them acceptable for academic use—some important letters and
photographs of Varvara Bubnova during her stay in Japan; to make known the fact that
not all documents of Bubnova are kept in RGALI (Russian State Archive of Literature
and Art; Fond 3310) in Moscow.

2) To get them recognized by Slavists—Kozhevnikova's multifaceted activity as
a translator of Japanese and her invaluable personal materials (photographs with
Japanese writers and academics; her letters to Japanese friends who knew Bubnova as
an artist, as a teacher, and so on).

3) To make them public—letters to Kozhevnikova from a Japanese officer,
Kimiharu Mizuno (1911-1996), who had been forced to work in a Soviet labor camp
near Kazan, Zelenodol'sk, after the Second World war; he'd been fighting against the
Soviet army in Manchuria till the end of August 1945, and been carried far away to the
West, to the camp at the bank of the Volga; and there he taught practical Japanese to
students like Kozhevnikova from the Moscow Institute of Eastern studies; in 1950,
according to the treaty by Stalin and Mao, he and his colleagues were taken back to

Manchuria again, to the camp in Fushun, only to be released in July 1956.



