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Constructing a Child Centered School Social Work Theory:
A study integrating The Power Transaction Model and Child Advocacy
Research

OTSUKA Chikako

(Abstract]

In order that school social work services be effectively implemented,
a basic theory with strong emphasis on child advocacy needs to be
developed. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan implemented a “School Social Worker Utilization
Projec” in 2008, however, a theory with a system of principles is yet
to be developed for the project to be successful in Japan.

This study aims to construct Child Centered School Social Work
Theory.

As a part of the study, the author reviewed Kadota’s “Power
Transaction Model” with consideration given to integrate it with
Hori’s “Child Advocacy Theory”.

The author attempted to construct a basic system of “Child Centered
School Social Work Theory” by assuming the rights of children are
fundamental and paramount.

The main argument for implementing such a school social work
program is to examine theories regarding empowerment of children
and to give voice to children. This is done by respectfully reflecting

the voice of children as part of the support process.

As a result, three amendments have been made in diagrams as per
the following:

Amendment of Intervention O Rights Counseling (Figure 1),
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Amendment of Intervention @ Methodology of assessing the rights
of a child (Figure 2) and developing
an Assessment Form (Figure 3),

Amendment of Intervention ® Illustration of implementing “Rights
Based Consultation Support Activity”
(Diagram 1)

A review of Kadota's “Power Transaction Model” reveals the existence
of an authority, power social system over children. On the other hand,
Hori’s “Child Advocacy” research counters Kadota's model by protecting
and guaranteeing the rights of the children against the system of
authoritative power over children. In addition, Hori's theory is in contrast
against Kadota's Theory by considering child centered approach.

It is clear, however, that both Kadota’s “Power Transaction Model”
and Hori’s “Child Advocacy” and “Child’s Rights Protection” research
have an obvious common foundation. Both bodies of work are formed
from social work theory and based on a social model which assumes
the rights of the child.

The author concludes, therefore, the theoretical integration of these
two models is possible and appropriate. A theory for Child Centered
School Social Work, based on the enforcement of children’s basic human

rights, can be constructed by integrating the two models discussed.

This conclusion highlights the need for further examination
recognizing that not only children are born with innate human rights
but also as autonomous beings desiring a right to exercise their

rights. This recognition needs to be held by the body and individuals
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responsible for children’s welfare. Further case study analyzing and

testing “A Theory for Child Centered School Social Work” will need to

center around the principle responsible parties acknowledge children

have authority to exercise those rights.

Keywords: Children Centered School Social Work Theory, right
counseling, right assessment, right base consultation

support activity, child advocacy studies



