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Features and trends in Japanese language
education in British universities

—Toward the development of short-term
exchange study-abroad programs—

Sumi SHIOIRI

In order to clarify the features and trends in Japanese language education in
British universities, this paper utilizes literature and interview data to examine short-
term study-abroad exchange programs between universities in Britain and Japan, as
seen through the case of Oxford University.

While the Japan Foundation has provided an understanding of the historical
backgrounds and trendsof the Japanese language education in higher education within
universities in Europe and UK, there is an absence of literature on educational
administration which discusses the current concrete features of present-day Japanese
language education.

When a learner returns to their original course in their home country after a
short-term study abroad exchange, the cooperation between the home school and the
short-term exchange location is necessary. In his large-scale investigation about the
problems about coordination for Japanese language education in short-term study
abroad exchanges, Kondo (2008a) has suggested that it is necessary to shift the
system of Japanese language education from a focus on North America and Oceania
toone for Europe and other areas. Kondo also notes that it is predicted that foreign
students will be coming for a wider range of countries and areas, so there is a need
to investigate the overall readiness of short-term study abroad exchanges which also
take into consideration the Japanese language education of a student’s home country.

In this paper, I am going to discuss the trends in Japanese language education in
recent years in Britain universities that Kondo outlines with the aim of contributing

to the development of future short-term study-abroad exchange programs.



