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Summary

LEADER” Project as a New Rural
Development Policy in EU
— Background of the Establishment and
Business Guideline —

Ryoichi Yamauchi

The EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has always called for sustainable reforms.

In particular, since “Agenda 2000 reform”, CAP has undergone landmark reforms in rural
policy. In the process of reform, two policy axes were specified.

One of them is that LFAs measures and ESAs measures, which had been individually
implemented according to the purpose under the overall regional equilibrium policy, were
integrated, through reforms and reorganized as © New rural development policy .

Secondly, the Council Regulations for new rural development policies have been enacted,
and at the same time the financial resources have been independently institutionalized and
under the Rural Development Regulations “Four basic measures” are defined.

In this paper, taking into account the process of rural policy reform that has been pursued
since "Agenda 2000, I would like to argue about the business contents of the program and
the policy significance of "LEADER Initiative" as the fourth axis of new rural development
policy that crosses and comprehend the other three axes. In addition, I would like to argue

about the role of the “Local Action Group” (LAG), which plays a central role in this business.



