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Leveraging Social Common Capital In
Grasslands For Digital Society

Mamoru YAMANAKA

Abstract

The aim of this paper is twofold. Firstly, to redefine the grasslands
belonged to Aso UNESCO Global Geopark as Social Common
Capital, where is traditionally regarded as Capital Goods for primary
industries. Secondly, to pose the challenges of developing grasslands
to build sustainable Social Common Capital, along with raising the
possibility of connecting the Social Common Capital of the Aso
grasslands with the information society through advanced digital
technologies.

This study identifies:

(1) Globalization and developments of information society directly
impact on the pace of the abandoned grasslands in Aso, and the
sustainability of the Social Common Capital from the Aso grasslands
1s facing a severe threatening situation.

(2) Taking the ownership of some part of the Aso grasslands
by Non-Profit Organization (NPO) proved the effectiveness to
restore the sustainability of the Aso grassland ecosystem with the
creation of the new benefits for digital society such as providing an
opportunity for non-residents to learn about the endangered species.

(3) Integrating the Aso grasslands with the market economy is
critical for maintaining the grasslands as sustainable Social Common
Capital, and a management entity like the aforementioned NPO is a
necessary piece to support the integration.



