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Nankai Railway's Electric Power Industry -
The Largest Subsidiary Business of Nankai

Nankai Electric Railway has the lowest income among major
private railway companies in present. However, before the World
War 1II, Nankai Railway had the third largest income after
streetcars in Tokyo and Osaka. Nankai's subsidiary business
was effectively limited to the electric power industry. This thesis
examines the electric power industry which was a subsidiary
business of Nankai Railway .

Nankai Railway was established in 1898, electrified in 1907 and
started the electric power industry in 1912. By the early 1920s,
Nankai Railway merged three companies. As a result, Nankai made
the southern part of Osaka Prefecture its territory for the electric
power industry. Nankai constructed the Sakal power plant in 1926,
it strengthened the competitiveness of the Nankai's electric power
industry. In 1920s, The business accounted for 1/4 of Nankai's
income. By the 1930s, it had risen to 1/3. During this period, Nankai
Railway was suffering from depression and competitors. The role of
the electric power industry had become very important for Nankai
Railway.

Nankai's electric power industry received more revenue from
electric power than from electric lights. This is a characteristic
of Nankal compared to other private railway companies. The
area along the Nankal Line was mainly rural, and the textile
industry was prosperous there. This was reflected in the Nankai
s electric power industry. On the other hand, suburban and heavy
industrialization in the 1930s did not affect the Nankai's electric
power industry. Therefore, Nankai's achievements were overtaken
by other private railways.

National power management in 1942 deprived the Nankai of the
power industry. Nankai was not able to have a powerful subsidiary
business that took the place of this. Therefore, Nankai currently
has the least revenue among the major private railway companies.
Perhaps, the cause exists in the 1930's. Nankai failed to make good
use of suburban and heavy industries.
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