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E. A. Kiseliova - Her Paintings Through Time
(Report on the survey of her works in Voronezh, 2019)

Jotaro OHTA

Elena Andreevna Kiseliova (1878-1974) was born in Voronezh and died in
Beograd. She was a talented painter of the “Silver Age” in Russia, one of Il'ya
Repin’s favorite pupils at the Imperial Academy of Arts. Her paintings were
reproduced and mentioned in such journals as “Apollon”, “Niva” and “Stolitsa 1
usad’ba” in the 1910s. After the Revolution, however, she emigrated to Yugoslavia
in 1920, so for many years since then her works remained unknown to specialists in
the Soviet Union until 1967, when Margarita Luniova, a senior researcher at the
Voronezh Museum of Fine Arts, started correspondence with the painter. As the
result of their mutual cooperation, Kiseliova’s first personal exhibition was held in
1969 at the museum. Her “coming home” then started and now her heritage in fine
arts has been revalued comprehensively. Recently, from December 2016 to March
2017 in Moscow, a special exhibition entitled “Elena Kiseliova - Age of Elegance” was
held at the Museum of Russian Impressionism.

The presented article is a report on my visit to the Voronezh Museum of Fine
Arts in September 2019, and my general survey of Kiseliova’s works at the museum
(42 works in total). The last chapter of the article is dedicated to a detailed list (in
Russian) of her paintings and drawings. In addition, I have mentioned the painter’s
friendship not only with II'ya Repin, her mentor, but also with Kornei Chukovsky,
one of the great Russian writers after the Revolution. All of them lived in Kuokkala,
a resort on the Gulf of Finland, and met each other frequently during 1915.
Chukovsky, only two years before his death, wrote on the memory of “romance” with
Kiseliova in his diary - “I've got a letter, according to which Elena Kiseliova is alive
<...>, with whom I had a furious (and short) romance in 1915. I remember that I
was excited to see her red parasol, with which she came out to the shore. Now she’s
around 90. Even so, I'd like to see her come out to the beach with that red parasol!”
(Diary entry, September 17, 1967). Many years later, in 1970 after the writer’s
death, Kiseliova was very moved to read Chukovsky’s book on Repin, cherishing the

precious memory of their friendship, but, according to Olga Matich, a famous
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American Slavist and a grand niece of Anton Bilimovich, the painter’s second
husband, she never mentioned the “romance” with the writer. Chukovsky’s diary
entries for the whole of 1915 are missing. He possessed his portrait, a drawing by
Kiseliova, until the 1960s, but then gave it to Clara Lozovskaya, his secretary of 17
years. It’s very possible that Chukovsky told her of the affair with Kiseliova in some
detail, when he handed her the portrait, but Lozovskaya passed away in Boston,
2011, and now nobody knows anything about it.

I'd like to express my thanks to the curators at the Voronezh Museum of Fine
Arts for their support of this research of Kiseliova’s paintings and drawings—especially
to Mrs. Natalia Bakina, scientific secretary of the museum, who kindly helped me

make a list of the painter’s works in Voronezh.



