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Summary

Possibility of soft law research in tax law
— Examination from the relationship between principle of
no taxation without law and principle of tax fairness —

Hironori Narumiya

The purpose of this paper is to examine the potential of soft law research in future tax law in relation
to principle of no taxation without law and principle of tax fairness.

Soft law research in tax law is a study that aims to legally examine information that is not a law but
affects taxpayers. In this paper, as an example of soft law, tax notifications are targeted. Among them,
we will confirm the discussion on the legislation of the lease notification. Circulars are considered
necessary to ensure fairness among taxpayers in areas where legislation is not in place. On the other
hand, in relation to tax legalism, it remains questionable whether it is the preferred form of law. To
answer this question, we examine the possibility of soft law research in the relationship between
principle of no taxation without law and principle of tax fairness.

We hypothesized that the possibility of soft law research would be necessary due to the
increasing importance of information that is not a law but affects taxpayers as the digitization of tax
administration expands. With the development of digital tax technology, if many taxpayers can share
information, the information published on the Internet will also become more legally confident. As a
result, it is expected that information that is not a law but affects taxpayers, that is, the middle class
in the so-called tax law, which is the law and the non-law area, will further expand in the future. We
believe that positioning such information as soft law and examining it from a legal point of view will
lead to ensuring the predictability and legal stability of taxpayers.

Therefore, the possibility of soft law research in tax law is one of the viewpoints when examining
the ideal way of law corresponding to the information society, focusing on the relationship with the

digitization of tax law, which will be further developed in the future. I think it will be.



