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Systematic Understanding and Characteristics of Disaster Support for
People with Disabilities at Home:
Through the Practice of the “Kumamoto Disaster Relief Center for
Persons with Disabilities” in the Kumamoto Earthquake

HIGASHI Toshihiro

Abstract:

In the wake of the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes, a volunteer group
was born called the “Kumamoto Disaster Relief Center for Persons
with Disabilities” that supported people with disabilities at home who
were not connected to or had little connection with disability groups
or welfare service providers. It’s disaster relief activities continued for
the next three years. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the
disaster relief activities carried out by the center, to enable a
systematic understanding of disaster relief, and to clarify its
characteristics and future issues. As a result of this analysis, it was
found that disaster relief by the center can be classified into 11
categories and 77 subcategories. Furthermore, based on this, we
conducted an evaluative classification to clarify its characteristics and
issues, and we were able to classify it into four areas of support and
three human resource areas. These classifications made it possible to
systematically grasp the disaster support of the center, and in
comparison to disaster relief for the general public, clarify a big
difference in the content of support and the human resources on the
side of providing support. This indicates that the framework of support
by disaster volunteers for the general public cannot meet the needs of

people with disabilities at home. Accordingly, as a future disaster
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countermeasure, it became clear that establishing a support system
specialized for people with disabilities at home was an indispensable
issue.
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