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The loss of food self-sufficiency policy
in agricultural policy

Kenji Ishihara

The income compensation policy for farmers was sustained only
3 years since 2010 under the Democrat government. The following
Government led by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe abolished set-
aside policy and urged farmers to reduce production cost of rice
by 40 percent along with the elimination of agricultural subsidies.
The bilateral Japan-U.S. Trade Agreement has been put into effect
since January, 2020, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF) unveiled the Basic Plan on Food, Agriculture
and Rural Societies in the same year. The latter clearly targeted the
increase of food self-sufficiency rate. Nevertheless, this Plan targeted
the expansion of agricultural exports to as much as 5 trillion yen per
year, included conversion of rice production to other products by 67
thousand hectares in response to the decrease of rice consumption.
The Plan aimed to reduce rice prices in order to meet the demands
of food industry and restaurants.

Rice prices have been status quo or even decreasing since 1990s,
and production cost of rice farmers who operates over 10 hectares,
1s not less than 11 thousand yen per 60 kg. Most of them have been
in deficit.

According to the World Agricultural Census released every 5
years, the 2015 Census showed that there was increasing number of
corporate-type farm managements in accordance with the increase
of the number of community-based farm groups (shuraku eino);
that of cooperative-members’ joint farm groups (noji-kumiai-hojin)
increased by 53.1%, limited liability companies (godo-gaisha) by
188.6% and stock companies (kabushiki-gaisha) by 26.3%. It should
be noted that the number of farm managements invested by off-
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farm Interests increased by 36.8%. The 2020 Census, of which only
its summary is currently available, shows that the number of farms
has decreased outstandingly. Dr. Hironori Yagi, Visiting Fellow,
Nippon Agricultural Research Institute, analyses that “highlighting
the income of rice farming by scale in 2016, full-time farming cannot
be sustained unless the scale of farm is over 30 hectares”. Family
farming in Japan, taking advantage of its characteristics to produce
different products on small lots, should adopt a self-sufficiency policy
to ensure stable and sustainable agricultural production.
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