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Study on “the Forum for Deliberation
between National and Local Governments”
—A look back at the last 10 years of debate—

Hiroshi Tobita

It has been 10 years since the Enactment of the Act on the
Forum for Deliberation between National and Local Governments
in 2011. It was established with the intention of becoming a forum
for equal policy discussions between national and local governments;
however, as the government transitioned from a Democratic Party
administration to a Liberal Democratic Party administration, it
gradually changed into a forum for government-led petitions and
now functions as a mere shell of its former self. In this paper, we
will look at the 10-year debate over meeting locations and discuss
relevant issues as well as future prospects.
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