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The Comparison of the Kumamoto
Earthquake Evacuation Sites Operated
by Universities

Makoto Yamada

The 2016 Kumamoto earthquake, which registered a seismic
intensity of 7 on the Japanese scale twice, caused serious damage
to urban areas. This resulted in a large number of evacuees. While
there was a lot of confusion in many evacuation sites, the temporary
evacuation sites opened by three universities in Kumamoto City
were highly evaluated.

This paper examines the evacuation site operations of two of the
three universities, Kumamoto Gakuen University and Kumamoto
University's Kurokami Campus, in comparison to the evacuation
sites in the city. These evacuation sites adopted very different
management styles. In the case of Kumamoto Gakuen University, a
group of faculty members took responsibility for the operation. In
the case of the latter, students representing various organizations
practically took the seat of the management headquarters.

The conclusion i1s that if many universities would use the
students’ methods, they could actively engage in disaster relief.
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