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The Parliamentary Pardon and The Subsidy
in Early Stuart England

Shigeki Sakai

Summary

All of the people in England in the 1620s agreed that the demands
of penal laws, feudal remnants and the fine for unauthorized
property transfers could be oppressive. All agreed that good
parliamentary pardons brought popular approbation to both kings
and parliaments and that parliaments without pardons could bring
on themselves the popular contempt. Anyone does not deny that
‘the honor of the custom of the realm’ should be the touchstones of
parliamentary pardons. But when custom was put into practice, the
constitutional ambiguity inherent in custom rose to the surface.
James I showed the consideration for the reciprocal custom, but
Charles I did not. King and parliament, as the independent elements
in the mixed monarchy, shared the view on the reciprocity of the
‘loose association’. But when the parliamentary pardons which
particularly involved the constitutional ambiguity, were put into
practice, the mutual trust between king and parliament broke up
and the fragility involved in the mixed monarchy was revealed.



