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Hester and the Forest of “an earthly paradise”
in The Scarlet Letter
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A O & AN OBFRIZE. A MUIBITABAREFIL L LD, AHEHFD
Rabld, "AFNRT =R Frvurus g 7 @k ELMEMRLGOLDP) 2Fo Tl
TE7ZEEZOND Bk HROFBIZESTA4IE, HEEBIIBOW A RETHE
MHIELEDLVRITTEEEZONS, T—0 v N CHIZB W THEI R L7 5EI
DWT, W. H Auden i3 <BZE > L) BIREVDLOIHE o -2 0&ENIE, <EEW > &
W) S 2T VARBADODOIAR A TREL, <>, TLT<HERF > vy Lok, K
HEOY 7% BT 5 L912% 5 (I 126) LIFRICIE L CEOMENEEBT LI L x
TR L CWoh, ZIUIHREICD LTI L EEZ LN,

TAYIZBWTITEELEED S, R [wREF] & [HE] o7 Y ENL Y P REFET
Holze bEDETAYIOEKIE, IHRETIZEDN TV -HRE MR ER T
CEoTESL [HE] &, EBENSELER L XHEOE LS RITRDGHT T, 2Ot
MO DOPEEDIM G2 RERSNS [RKE] OZo0H»H 5 (EL35) LEZD
NTE7e T20 TAVA Y - v P ZAHOER-BICE - T, HRITEWEEINIZE )%
F#> “inspirational wilderness” T# % (Schramm 2) &\ 354 d <. Hawthorne {Eih
IZBWTH, [HE] OFEPRRINDDG, Ea—)F 2 XLOXE T IIH L7720, #
FE7Z [Se¥r] & LCTEST A2 L2UEEINICE V. b &b EFFIE. Black Man 2GRS L
WIGHT? TH Y, FEANWZ B AT T 4 ThEE2 RIITheFHoTwa EnTw
5o A ORFER /NG “Roger Malvin's Burial” (1832) % “Young Goodman Brown”
(1835) 2B A AT, WRILHOER], D F ) A& 2 EAN TR S WFREE 7 NAEDRE T
LHEETH), TOBIEKLLZHEOWICHEYINITOENSL FARATHDY., "an arena for the
allegorical projection of character” (Mclntosh 189) TH 7%z 5N 5%,

The Scarlet Letter (1850) 28T A, =a—A Y 7T FO/NS I I 2 =7 4 — I
FTAHLERIEIINRATH), <HIHFE>OEIULTHLHELTIE, HF A EEART, REOE
EBEUCILEWRICLZZORIZBV T, ZOLFORTREFEEDNSL  ORBPLERE
b, BRI < BEF > 2 bR L TVot b EZ N0 TH L, R FBRD
FC, FIIFWITHRKT2EREZRL, A2 ICEBEZ5 2 TRITTWAHFETH -7z, O F
0. [RE] &L BbnFE, KD Hester DITENC L > T, [EE] ~O@EH#EIZH
LT E V) WEREDPERENTVRDEELEZOLNLDTH L, T KA+ O],
FELL/EADZEM, ZIUCH L TREFEIFATH L, ZIUTER (7V—-)V) 12b%
DI BIET72o572, | (331) EARMEMTOHROHA ZREZROMMEI/RL, 512 [uvy
ADHRIHE DR 727052 ZITITERESCE L O E ) DY, WOFMEZ B R 725k O HH )
FEREIND2E Lz, | (331) EHROZENIIEUFEZ 2581 & 72 ) BIRITTO Bl %2 =
ZTE LU REMEZ IR 5,

I—u v /3O Hester (3. FrkBEOFEANLD SHFITH L THEESR / AF VY — %K
LT3 Thbo i Hester IZ& o Tid, IR 2 BER TOFEDTLHDOETHITH
N7z VRATIE D o728, AEWIIZTEEOES LOEFE TR o7z, £ 312 "a neutral
territory” (36) T, AHEEEL T2 L T LM RGIT72o7-:072, ZOBHS % & 61T
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WL, RKEEDF FICHALOEEINM > CTHEEICAEEZLZEDTELRLES XOMFELTHH - 72
D7 MEIKEOERDLS, CALREFEETLZITANTE A, FO—ANTH 5 Hester
b, FIZENCZTANON, HCOLEZEZ L2 LR, COBSEEWTEELI LN
TEDlo7z WiEFHFoOF oA, [HHIZ] EEL RIS 2 £25TE, Dimmesdale
EDOFEEFLIENTELEEZON S, Hester I2& o T, BEOEWZ OFHFZ Z0EOHIE
THY), FOZOMNE->TELFIUADOTH 5,

Hawthorne EfH I BT A FRIZOWTH R W. B. Lewis DIafiiy 2= RiZ, KT #Hs
NaFEo2LDTH 5,

For Hawthorne, the forest was neither the proper home of the admirable Adam,
as with Cooper; nor was it the hideout of the malevolent adversary, as with Bird.” It
was the ambiguous setting of moral choice, the scene of reversal and discovery in
his characteristic tragic drama. The forest was the pivot in Hawthorne's grand
recurring pattern of escape and return.

It is in the forest, for example, that The Scarlet Letter version of the pattern begins
to disclose itself: in the forest meeting between Hester and Dimmesdale, their first
private meeting in seven years. . .. But the energy aroused by their encounter
drives them back instead, at the end, to the heart of the society, to the penitential

platform which is also the heart of the book's structure. (114)

OF ) [HERE] TH [REF] Tbhwv, BENERDPERZEESL L TORIE, MolEmic
bAOLNDL L)% [REEE )R] OF —<PREO LN, FRE V) GFTD Hester D NED F
FRXOPLICIHEZ BN TS LIRS E, FEFE Hester (&, —E @z E2 LT [EH] L
TF#o7:L9 % T Pearl LERKT 200, ATEHELZDIIFIFELNIZLHI1C, 72
—ATZOHNED, RIZBWTHZZICANEZBD D, 7272, TOFITDIERLHEIO LD %
47y TR, VbW Cooper 72 L7 2 ORI TIE 7% (. F/3E L BFEPKIER
W Bird 897 BEEHT &) O T D vy, F 21213 “moral wilderness” (183). 2% 1) [3t
DOWE | ZRBLEBOVWIAADPETE L, [HIRITEO | FUPFHETLEEZ DN S,
Hester 3, AJEZOBFTT, HODEEBFICHI- T, B LIS [EE ] O NEEE
Bolztl-b e iz, HBIEPENERONEEZEITLILEZROLDOTH S,

o TAMTIZ, SNITTHFENTRBN 2T T 7 APTLPBEREN T ol
Hester £ & D, LIV BRW LA XA =T 2 EOTHAHE L 2TV 72\, Hester 1345 & AT
B BB SCMA LB L > THERMICEELAEWRDYS, N2 —1 ¥ 4t
KEEZHE, BOLOHHEEICL T, ZOMTHIFGo72Z L 2@ L,
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1. FRLAY & T

Hester |2 & 5T, #iX Dimmesdale & & F S F 22346 L2 CH ), KA
b ONEHRIE WEDONED S T EF RIEFRICT B> Tz, #Hi Dimmesdale & @
BB ENTEM—0 [[RYDH L] HHZZEMTH Y., #ZD “a fatality” (79-80)
PHETDLEEDLNTVET V= V5720 ThHb, TOFOHFFEIZL > T, Hester IFE
DERTHEEZDZILENTELLEEZON, FARIZEAHZEZ6NTHMAAZ ENTE:
EEZbNL, FNIB L Tid7T 27 A M@ “Her sin, her ignominy, were the roots which she
had struck into the soil. It was as if a new birth, with stronger assimilations than the first,
had converted the forest-land, still so uncongenial to every other pilgrim and wanderer, into
Hester Prynne's wild and dreary, but life-long home.” (79-80) &. “roots” % “soil” 7z &#i
WL B L 7-FKBA R ENTEBY ., & 5|2 “stronger assimilation” & 9 5ElZIx. Hester I&
FEEILL 72 Ch B /xR & ORI BEMESE TN EATRIE SN TV 5,
iy & N & OB & b2 D) REUEICET 2 8L ORI LT, 28
ELIRIR VS MR 514, Katherine Creath & Gary E. Schwarz i [e—1) ¥ 7 - T4
WE— 12X o T, WM T I AOEE Y FUE, ANMOFEOEELZIT5 Ew)
Z &%, 72 CIA Otz M E Cleve Backster (3HEWIZ AR 7T 7 % HF THREAIHEY) &
TNEETHAMEDOMIZKIEN 2 A 5 Z & % “a special communion or bond of
affinity appeared to be created between a plant and its keeper” (Tompkins and Bird 9) &
Ef94 5. Z D Backster D2 % 517 T, IBM OFAIIZE B Marcel Vogel (&, fE# & A
PHEINCRELZ 5 2 6\, YWBSAMIZ5 2 5KY 74 771122 T “[Plants] radiate
energy forces that are beneficial to man.” (Tompkins and Bird 24) X EHT 5, Z1LIE
1tz D Paracelsus 28649 % [FLEKAEEBEL ] (2HE L5 0 DO TH Y. Dorothy Maclean 75*
“According to his ‘doctrine of sympathetic resemblances’ all growing things reveal through
their structure, form, color, and aroma, their peculiar usefulness to man.” (Tompkins and
Bird 307) &AEWIASANHINZ G- 2 2 HE5 2 H HEICOWTEHEZ MR 5. S5 E A
A F 27N EBRIZOWT, Maclean OFEAREBRALIT O L9 1ICHB E 5"

She learned from the aromatic plants in the garden that their unique wavelengths
could serve special functions for humans, affecting different parts of human anatomy
as well as the human psyche, some plants being good for wounds, others for
eyesight, others for human emotions. She realized that by raising the quality of her
own vibrations she might eventually open the doors to a whole new spiritual realm
of plant life. It became clear to her that human thinking, human passion, human
anger, human kindliness and affection, all have far-reaching effects on the world of
plants, that they are most susceptible to human thoughts and emotions, which affect
their energy. Poisonous and bad-tempered moods have as depressing an effect on

plants as happy, uplifting frequencies have a beneficial effect. (Tompkins and Bird
368)
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Maclean (. H#y & NI ERLEE 2 M L THEICRELZ G526 ) HEOREMELH
Do NEIEIHEY 20 SR 22 1H . FRICBIEMN I ICEL ETHL S E ST B2 2T 51
HEVEDSH B LFaHE L T\ 5,

WED2\Z The Scarlet Letter 7 7 A MZb . A EHEY O HEAGFBFIG - 72 X O 2 IR
FHPROSN L, $EXTF % DOl 72 Hester D& 2 W47 12 B8 L T, “All the light and
graceful foliage of her character had been withered up by this red-hot brand, and had long
ago fallen away, leaving a bare and harsh outline, which might have been repulsive, had she
possessed friends or companions to be repelled by it.” (163) & JEBH & g% F7- o a
BWIEN G EITETFTLWIREICZ>TLE>TWAE E, KTHZ 5N T W5, Chillingworth
EHEM E DD N IZ2B VT, Hester 28 “Would not the earth, quickened to an evil purpose
by the sympathy of his eye, greet him with poisonous shrubs, of species hitherto unknown,
that would start up under his fingers?” (175) &A% 3 AT Cld, MWEEHZ XL X ¥ 5
ZHDPRO N5,

F 72, PearliZBd L T% . "She accompanied this wild outbreak with piercing shrieks, which
the woods reverberated on all sides; so that, alone as she was in her childish and unreasonable
wrath, it seemed as if a hidden multitude were lending her their sympathy and
encouragement T(210) &, AMEHRE DR LBRE TS LA L9 L ER LR ENT

Bo WIIHZDOASK L) ARGEY ) F2F L, HROBMTHITOREBHZHKD F
iL@h%é%HmLQE~%%ﬁOTW%#\Mi%ﬂfgm#<ﬁﬁl7~A@LTW
559 THbH,

Hester & FROMILNY 2B HRIL. HTHRLDH SWOHELT 24 L TLOEEDSIY A
FRERUE & 1T, N 5 CHEEE S CRS LI, RO LD NHHEZD D ONFTEDLIZ
GolBEICH OGN E LA, HRO TS, I LIFFIS L 2455 “the magic circle”
(202) ICHEF o TELEWV)RBDRDOOLNL,

And, as if the gloom of the earth and sky had been but the effluence of these two
mortal hearts, it vanished with their sorrow. All at once, as with a sudden smile of
heaven, forth burst the sunshine, pouring a very flood into the obscure forest,
gladdening each green leaf, transmuting the yellow fallen ones to gold, and gleaming
adown the gray trunks of the solemn trees. The objects that had made a shadow
hitherto, embodied the brightness now. The course of the little brook might be
traced by its merry gleam afar into the wood's heart of mystery, which had become

a mystery of joy. (202-03)

ﬁ@?ﬁ‘??‘% T 175, Hester Z LB ERIZRA TR E 00 L) LHBEBNLREHTH
o IS I Hester ICH B ZFEOHKRIE, RLTEALLVWERENZAETIEZ <.

Dimmesdale & D% % L 7578 L. gl\&EJﬂ%DL LIE L 2O M E N2 G T 5 TH

HEHICEBbNG, FROWBEIL, P ICEMNTEEDL L) B r,. ZANIZ52Tw5
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£9TH 5%,

Such was the sympathy of Nature—that wild, heathen Nature of the forest, never
subjugated by human law, nor illumined by higher truth—with the bliss of these
two spirits! Love, whether newly born, or aroused from a deathlike slumber, must
always create a sunshine, filling the heart so full of radiance, that it overflows upon
the outward world. (203)

% PLlr LATEDNICRE 9 REICIE, Hester X FHRICTIEFE LN, T THHFOEEDL
ROl L, ZOMBMKN 2 HEEERCLE L RBICABER N ZELIENTELEEZLN
Do TV MA KNI o T La Ry — (MREH) £E2 50, HAREMEAELC
HELAE->TWLDTHbD, Hester (&, A% HF L FERIC, 15 2O CAME 4 R
ol ZOFORBAELLMELBEHIGBT L, ZOEEDO T THRED S 2T 72 ELH
rluanNyy 7 ItEb, BEREWIZITGAGREAEZ TN ZEILLLDTH
5o

2. HETFLRATT v U BIDKERES

RANVIZHEEZRD?P ST o &, Hester FAADEP2LHL THERIFEAETIZ, BEiBT
FTHOFIcBBLN LA DR ES L HEDONETES LTz, Hester I Fh o 72
Dimmesdale ~NOE X FLEHIT 220, AN A2 —) ¥ VHETHEZEZ ) Lk b,
AEAFIO R W EE R T AV — Tk 4 e N #E 4 3 ) B 2 72 Hester (2. 7 7127 A Pearl &
BTFZATHRIMTAEZRYVEZ) LFEEZRLENIT L, L2L. 2ORLH XL
Dimmesdale I2ZD%IEEL %, BT AEL LW L EL, TORITER D
T, DR oM THESZEAPZNVEELE, REO) HIZ, IREZATI -1 v X
WZPED . O TEE TPERAENEE LTz, Lo LI, MoXz b 2w, LHdkic
W2 LADREL AL WIETORZA P VIZHPRS ) LROLTLE2DTH S, HIFDOILL
IR EREEIE LN T &\ ) SEER DB > T e b Lz wahs, o
— W RETIEH o725 D0, EHiE Dimmesdale EBRICTHE ) T EDTEMHE, L
TZDOWE DFkA BB NHOK > T2 ZDWE, ZHOOLTHRALER TWLIETTH
D, T2 ZMELEICHIBN N EIN, EREDICARKROAGZI) RS 7200 4 )0
F—REMN O NTBEBROFLENH > T, EERICORA ) L L0 L Lk, &
OHEVH) LD L, FLOEFTIIHFL, FEEZBIT L2206, KETF THTOHEOAZ)
EEIHELEHICEDbDNS,

Hester 12 & - Tlx, FIZMEE WL {—D2® “a neutral territory’ TH 5o I TN
SN7-—HOHERIL, FEND % < reality TH o720 — ). Dimmesdale |2 & - T Hester
EDBEWIKRIE. —ROKDOAERNPHBEEZIL L., HHIZFED 72 < Wkl & B35 1205 72
NERZFZ DS ORBATEITH Y. ©F V1 fantasy TH o 72D 72, 7272, VEX Hawthorne
1L oT, HREELDORBIZEALFLETH S Z LIEMENR WV, LA - v—27 A LR L
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TWbHEIIT, EFHEFIZ BEAEEF S EH T IED, AROW R L S F 2 &ke L LR
L. BEBDEEGEIEZPTOCOEDLEVIERETL2—-ADOAM] (14) THH . Tk
HOFHOFIIND L 2K, KEOKREPHIZ TECLERKE SN, [ZD720128H
B EHAN R WHELZROSD %2 2 ol B ERENS 2 L OB —FH
LZEMOBEN—O—FKAALETIH T o720 0O, B E VI BEENALIL I LICE
D\ 132 IR IR LS 2] (16) L3 FER 65, 2% 1), Hawthorne (12
& o T, “aneutral territory” 1 reality & fantasy O H R HbmT & W9 B4 EI Cld 7 <.
ZOETOHEB A EET S continuum 72 & HFETE 2, KMEmORREEE LTiE, 1F&
Iy a— FTEBIGRELY HICL, $0EIC X 2 EERCHMLOWHI LEE, HEOHME
HIEMER TEMERTHIE SN, RB I TLDHAE > T ZELITERKRL T 2iFT
Th b

L LARIEOHTIE, 728 2% THo7- LTh, [HE] W) EGATIEFEEL Wiz
DTHb, 2O [FRE] WD DZHELADVS, Hester ZHD RN ICEELTEE, HO %
DOFETHEFONEZE) LL ) & Lo ZORLET, HOKL LAY & OB 72 522
TG Z T TH D, FIHEOHKIT, MM TEEL LABWELZE LTS, — /T
&, HHOW L WHEE DS, ZORDONL7IED END5T Th %o Hester D ANEIZB W
T SN BEICEOERDPEECHWEELE L RTRIHAS, 727 A M TUTOL ) ITRES
NTWwb,

It [The road] straggled onward into the mystery of the primeval forest. This
hemmed it in so narrowly, and stood so black and dense on either side, and disclosed
such imperfect glimpses of the sky above, that, to Hester's mind, it imaged not amiss
the moral wilderness in which she had so long been wandering. The day was chill
and sombre. Overhead was a gray expanse of cloud, slightly stirred, however, by a
breeze; so that a gleam of flickering sunshine might now and then be seen at its
solitary play along the path. This flitting cheerfulness was always at the farther
extremity of some long vista through the forest. (183)

Hester I2& o T, #id "moral wilderness” #RET25bDTHH o720 TDOHKIL, ARXE
RHNGR EOBREN R EICE T, SESIELHHZEL 205, Hester OFEMHICHE
H2T&hDEHIZEZSLND, Hester 128 > T, #FE W9 “moral wilderness” 13,
DHZZEHLTIENTE, RIIIFFFELEOEZAL L) T H 2 HBIL . T -FIIZ -
PP L o723 RN BAARIEL 2060, WLOBEL ERTHEZLI LT EE
LA [HE] LMRTXL0TH S,

ZIy L7 [%E] OFHEEZE RO AEEZ TS Hester (2, DIFRHTOZ L% A
LOWEROPSHFTERL RoTWAHIZEELS L T A Dimmesdale 4fifilc, FoOHT
Chillingworth 23k Ta&» % L IERZHN L, TN THHD 72 HDOED P L THE > TV 73w
ZEEET AT L% { "What we did had a consecration of its own. We felt it sol We said
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so to each other! Hast thou forgotten it?” (195) & FiE L. BHEWOE K% LA L FRMF L

BoTnbDE, EZANOFEZIEYLL LI EE2T5, —H. ZAZTLHEE, LTH

*JFELTV\%%OT’G%?F%&LTV\%#’)H“@%726\/\%73‘ TR R 2T Tld e wkgb
FEHBELLEZ MM RTEIH I GA L NS,

Life had never brought them a gloomier hour; it was the point whither their
pathway had so long been tending, and darkening ever, as it stole along;—and yet it
inclosed a charm that made them linger upon it, and claim another, and another, and,
after all, another moment. The forest was obscure around them, and creaked with a
blast that was passing through it. The boughs were tossing heavily above their
heads; while one solemn old tree groaned dolefully to another, as if telling the sad

story of the pair that sat beneath, or constrained to forebode evil to come. (195)

) LA IR E S D& 89, Hester TR0 ZEFI12, FHIRHTAEZEZRD
B %9 & Dimmesdale (258 { 32 E$ 5,

“Is the world then so narrow? . .. Whither leads yonder forest-track? . .. There
thou art freel So brief a journey would bring thee from a world where thou hast
been most wretched, to one where thou mayest still be happy! Is there not shade
enough in all this boundless forest to hide thy heart from the gaze of Roger
Chillingworth?” (197)

LAL. TOHIZKATH, STHIZEDTIANFEIZH L TH Dimmesdale (ZmH 7212, #
FOBGOYHE, 2F ) INETFoTELMAE LTOANEE, TS v ) iidon
Lol HEBOFFELZEZ, IRBTES LTS DEEZ S &, Hester &
Dimmesdale Z@if5 L &9 &£ §22%, SHLRERE L LTOHBIZHEL TWRAHEICE 5T,
AR AEFNEDLLZ LR ERETE R0 o720 TH 5, Hester OFFIHIEOIEIL, Flik:
WZEWZDHDTH o725, Dimmesdale I2& > Tld, HoOwED [£T| Zil#TEx
?’L‘Té&i5 ET 5 [$iER—HIXR] THHAWELIZ, TOLH)RREEZLELTOLNLD

WL 512 E DI Z NS DE57-Th b, FOPFTHEDH D % I L 72 Hester

I, AL\O)ffﬁ‘%FE'\W@SE%E%ﬁL‘ —HEICFHRIANTE oW E W) T ERTFT 2 EES T
’C“Zf?)of\ Dimmesdale &) NHZRARGIZHEFEL L) L LTzl LIZIEEH -
72D1EH 9,

FIE. €9 ) U7 Hester D& ThR @EAAR, HITHED ANDE L HH L SR M
LIl LaWSOREELZ 5 2 T2 THA 9. F72 Dimmesdale |24 LT
X, RERSCBELELBETILOTELHHIXAFLEGZTVZOND LNk,
Hester X, BEICHZ B OFEMO—E & L, “She had wandered, without rule or guidance,

in a moral wilderness; as vast, as intricate and shadowy, as the untamed forest, amid the
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gloom of which they were now holding a colloquy that was to decide their fate. Her
intellect and heart had their home, as it were, in desert places, where she roamed as freely
as the wild Indian in his woods.” (199) & . L OHHEELZHE TN/ 2D TH 5,

L2 L. Hester 2% % “hateful token” (211) & ZDHIEZ A, EILTW D HELT
HTHLET Z L1ETE %\ "The forest cannot hide itl The mid-ocean shall take it from
my hand, and swallow it up for ever!” (211) & FEZ KIZT 5. DA% L, Hester DITHE)
FETHBE LD, ZNERALRIETALAIZEZ L) ELTWEHDD, “The dell was
to be left in solitude among its dark, old trees, which, with their multitudinous tongues,
would whisper long of what had passed there, and no mortal be the wiser.” (213) &. #&
OTVLUaNY Y I RN ZFFo 2 ATRIFIUIHN A2 WEBRBEL TS L) TH S,
BPOLRS> TRTHMAL R 572D &9 % Bl “Another man had returned out of the
forest; a wiser one; with a knowledge of hidden mysteries which the simplicity of the
former never could have reached” (223) &, £4O7 L usXy v 7 RIEISTIH D - 7-DH
LN nh, AEMICHEZZER L2 L3 o728 E2 N5,

Hester &, KA b ¥ TOAMPBFRTIE “moral solitude” (234) & L. HOONIHEZH L
TRAMNEEG) LR L o720 HOKA LOBIZIZZOL ) RIEY KL L &
F7% L DR EBICHBENZREL LALEILL TW 2D TIEE W LER bb, EEUHE
Tl x§ 5 2 &1, Dimmesdale I2& > TANERKDOZFERTH ). Hester 12& o Tl
HO72 bW AROMEAT TEEZHEIOE ) T TOD LG 7Z o7, Lo LiERIE, iz
EOoTHBIIMMETL L WHFAETH LI E X EKL, TOMEERUTOL ) ITREINS,

One glance of recognition, she had imagined, must needs pass between them. She
thought of the dim forest, with its little dell of solitude, and love, and anguish, and
the mossy tree-trunk, where, sitting hand in hand, they had mingled their sad and
passionate talk with the melancholy murmur of the brook. How deeply had they
known each other then! And was this the man? She hardly knew him now! . .. Her
spirit sank with the idea that all must have been a delusion, and that, vividly as she
had dreamed it, there could be no real bond betwixt the clergyman and herself. And
thus much of woman was there in Hester, that she could scarcely forgive him . . . .
(239-40)

) L7 e LK E KA R U 5 b, Hester (HDOFE M E DV A5FIHAHET
HoleZl L Hi#T 5o BT L, BE2EA BLAZGPLAE-ZIZTTHS
. ENHIE4ET “delusion” TH Y. ZADMIZ “real bond” % E&L ol EFEKT
%o Hester iZ. KA W B L7202, KEOF THRMANIRVZOZ &2 —FId i E
LEGRPoT2DTH D,
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Hester 137 WH, HOMI ) MTL I L2 §T o L FR Tz, £HU3%E$ % Dimmesdale
U Pearl ERKRZVTOREDOME ROFHZ ) L LTOIETH- 72, Kk, £ Db
Lhrolzb DO, BREEE L EDOLTIE% L, RFEIZIE—ATRH o TRT, T2 2RO
Re Lo WRIIANETMEZ 2T REPEL)REY . CALREHORS B2 iR %
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Women, more especially—in the continually recurring trials of wounded, wasted,
wronged, misplaced, or erring and sinful passion—or with the dreary burden of a
heart unyielded, because unvalued and unsought came to Hester's cottage,
demanding why they were so wretched, and what the remedy! Hester comforted
and counselled them, as best she might. She assured them, too, of her firm belief
that, at some brighter period, when the world should have grown ripe for it, in
Heaven's own time, a new truth would be revealed, in order to establish the whole

relation between man and woman on a surer ground of mutual happiness. (263)
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Earlier in life, Hester had vainly imagined that she herself might be the destined
prophetess, but had long since recognized the impossibility that any mission of divine
and mysterious truth should be confided to a woman stained with sin, bowed down
with shame, or even burdened with a life-long sorrow. The angel and apostle of the
coming revelation must be a woman, indeed, but lofty, pure, and beautiful, and wise;
moreover, not through dusky grief, but the ethereal medium of joy; and showing
how sacred love should make us happy, by the truest test of a life successful to such
an end! (263)
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X “She and the minister are united in their compliance to the religious sublime, but it is
the false sublime that conveys the force of the unalterable law that separates them” (392)
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instinctive device of her spirit to relieve itself by the exhibition of these phantasmagoric forms, from

the cruel weight and hardness of the reality.” (57)
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Hester and the Forest of “an earthly paradise”
in The Scarlet Letter

Kumiko MUKAI

Summary

Hester Prynne, in The Scarlet Letter (1850) , while bearing hardships, pursued
her way of life and nurtured her love for Dimmesdale throughout her life in the
mother forest. It was “an earthly paradise” to her, and she lived most of her
“real” life and followed her will until the end. A mysterious communication
seems to have been established between her and the forest. Whenever she
returns to the forest from other places, it calmly welcomes her and accepts her
as she 1s. Enjoying the power, she acquires an indomitable spirit and
extraordinary flexibility, which are essential elements to continue living in the
harsh Puritan community. For her, the forest is never a harsh “wilderness” in
the traditional ideal of nineteenth-century America.

Although Hester enjoyed living in Europe with her daughter Pearl's family
after Dimmesdale’s death, she returns to the same small community in Boston
alone. Inexplicable, nostalgic feelings may stimulate her, or the mysterious
allelopathic effects of the forest may impel her back with a letter A. She
resolutely restarts a new life in order to help her female companions there. The

forest wraps and heals them all and remains “an earthly paradise.”



