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Summary

Expressions and Understandings of “Deflation” in
the Japanese Newspaper, from 1990 to 2002

In Japanese, “DEFRE” is originally an abbreviation for
deflation. But, in point of fact, DEFRE has many more meanings.
Sometimes it means recession or deflation of assets.

At the time September 2014, now, Japan is still said it did not exit
from the DEFRE. And sometimes the “DEFRE” has continued
for over 15 years. Curiously, most Japanese people do not feel it
strange. It is strange, because, there were periods that CPI raised
apparently. In addition, CPI tends to rise nowadays.

In this article I try to establish a basis to solve this mystery
partially.

This mystery is explained from the fact that DEFRE has
many meanings in some extent. Japanese economy is considered to
stagnate for long time. From the point that “DEFRE” means also
stagnation, it is not strange that Japan has not exit from “DEFRE”.
But I don’t think this reason explains all of this mystery.

So, I researched articles of Japanese Newspaper that contain
the word “DEFRE” from 1990 to 2004. And I sorted the usage of
“DEFRE” in those articles. Additionally, I try to explain how the
word “DEFRE” used in Japanese Newspaper year by year. The
limitation of volume of this article make this analyze not to 2004
but to 2002.

At the end of this article, I propose three hypotheses why people
consider “DEFLE” to be evil.
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