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Summary

Projects on Crown estates in Early Stuart England

According to ‘the medieval dualism of Crown’s finance’, the
extraordinary expenditure (military list) could be paid the
parliamentary tax, but the ordinary expenditure (civil list) should be
paid from ‘king’s own’ resources. In the sixteenth century England,
becaue of the increase of the ordinary expenditure, ‘king’s own’
resources became not to be able to support it. Parliament resisited to
grant the tax for the ordinary expenditure, so the exchequer should
be forced to exploit the ancient revenue (ie. ‘king’s own’ resources)
which consisted of feudal incomes, prerogative incomes, and the
incomes from Crown estates. It was the ‘so called ‘fiscal feudalism’.
This essay focused on the new projects of the Crown lands in the early
Stuarts. The projects were to survey and search the ‘concealed land’
and force the tenants to compound. The composition should be made
one of the important Crown’s incomes. The ‘concealed land’ covered
the forest assarts, surrounded grounds, defective titles and
‘encroachments’ on the wastes. The projectors were given the patent
to search the ‘concealed land’ and compound with tenants. They
looked for the private profit through carring out the public service.
Thus, the dealings by the Crown on three of its most important
projects-concerning forests,  surrounded grounds and the
encroachment of wastes-were explicit grievances in the Grand
Remonstrance (1641).
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