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Summary

The Harbor Administration of the Yokohama Port
— from the reconstruction period of The Great
Kanto Earthquake to the Sino-Japanese war —

The Great Kanto Earthquake inflicted catastrophic damage on
the port of Yokohama. That also brought serious damages to the
trade of Japanese silk which was number one in export of Japan.
Yokohama government strongly requested early restoration of the
Yokohama port and restart of the trade to central government.
However, at the same time, some local governments such as Kobe
insisted that central government should reverse the policy of “the
trade of silk for only one port, Yokohama” to “the trade of silk for
two ports, Yokohama and Kobe”. In addition, the voices to demand
the Tokyo harbor construction were also growing. Meanwhile,
Yokohama progressed open-cut of the Keihin canal which was
fundamental for the formation of industrial area and concentrated
his efforts on the earthquake disaster reconstruction. Whereas,
afterwards, the trade in Yokohama port counted down his twilight
days due to the depression caused in 1929.

In July of 1937, the Manchurian Incident was escalated to the
Sino-Japanese war. The wars’ impact to the trade in Yokohama port
was that economic integrity between trade and Keihin industrial area
was advanced. However, the trade in Yokohama port headed for
decline.  Because Japan shifted his attention to the yen block
although the trade in Yokohama port deeply depended on the trade
block of third countries such as the United States, the United
Kingdom. In this article, the aforementioned process is treated.
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