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Summary

Disafforestation and Reafforestation in Early Stuart England

The early Stuart had adopted fiscal feudalism in order to
overcome its financial difficulties.Its forest policy was made to be one
branch of fiscal feudalism, and the interest in royal forest was
changed from ‘recreation (game)’ to ‘revenue’. The forest policy had
the dual elements. The one was ‘disafforestation of the remote for-
est’ in the north and west of England, which divided forest into three
parts among Crown, manor lords and commoners. Crown and lords
enclosed, saled and improved their great allotments, but commoners
got only small parcels in compensation for their loss of common
rights. Commoners raised riots against ‘disafforestation’ in the west
of England. The other was ‘reafforestation (+afforestation) of the
reserved forest’ in the midland and south of England. The reserved
forest were extended by reviving the ancient medieval forest laws and
long extinct forest boundaries. Crown prosecuted and fined strictly
the wealthy landlords for infringing laws within the reafforested and
newly afforested areas. The landowners protested and resisted the
fines of the forest court (Eyre). The two distinct forest policies,
‘disafforestation’ and ‘reafforestation’, were enforced in the each two
parts of England and raised the two types of opposition against the
royal forest policy. Two kinds of opposition were united and
reinforced, and in the event became one of the causes of Puritan
Revolution.
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